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Pompton Lakes School District  

237 Van Avenue 

Pompton Lakes, NJ 07442 

973-835-7100 

June 15, 2022 

 

Parents and Students, 

 

For the past several years, the English Department has engaged in discussions on the topic of summer 

reading. We reflected upon our norms and expectations, specifically the one-book-one-student policy. We 

also did some research by seeking out summer reading plans from districts all over New Jersey, surveying 

the entire student body, and meeting with parents and administrators to gain insight.  From these 

discussions and meetings, we have decided to implement a new summer learning program oriented 

around student choice and voluntary enrichment. We realize that literacy means more than reading- it is 

listening, speaking, viewing, analyzing, and doing- and it is developed through interest and engagement. 

 

To these ends we have curated a thematic list of exciting, thought-provoking texts and multimedia: if you 

like a good scare, try out the horror list, if you want to solve a mystery, dive into Sherlock Holmes or 

listen to a true crime podcast; if you prefer the drama, search the YA world of teen realism, or perhaps 

you feel the apocalypse is near and would like to lose yourself in a new dystopian world. Our goal is to 

tap into each student’s unique interests. This list encompasses a variety of possible interests but there 

might be some areas we missed. So, we are also allowing you to choose a novel that interests you and is 

not currently on the list. 

 

We also acknowledge that some of you may enrich your lives and learn in ways that are beyond 

traditional literacy.  You may travel to a new country or place, learn how to weld, pick up the ukulele, DJ 

a new venue with beats of your own, develop your stock trading expertise, volunteer at a retirement home, 

learn a new technique for video editing, etc.- We call these life literacies as they enrich your life in some 

meaningful way.  These can also serve as your summer learning experience. 

 

Most importantly, this summer learning experience is suggested, not required, both at the academic and 

honors level, with the exception of AP.  There will be no test to take when you return on the first day 

of school.  We simply encourage you to read, watch, listen, or do for your own enjoyment and 

enrichment and be ready for a good conversation and reflection.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Stephen Tarsitano 

Supervisor of English and World Languages 

Pompton Lakes School District 

973-835-7100 ext. 2518 

 

c: Paul Amoroso, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools 

     Jayne Tanis, Ph.D., Director of Curriculum 
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Parent/Guardian Disclaimer (please read) 

This is a curated summer reading list based on teacher and student input. As this reading list is intended to 

provide a diverse assortment of reading choices and encompasses both middle school and high school 

students, there might be some options that you deem too mature for your child. We ask that you help 

your child navigate his/her choice and even encourage you to read/watch/listen with them.  We have 

included an Amazon link, synopsis, and age recommendation (from Common Sense Media or another 

reputable source) for each work to assist you in your choice. The list also includes several Pompton Lakes 

Board of Education-approved choices in its selection with school-owned copies for those who would 

prefer such a selection.  

 

 

Summer Reading Assignment: 

 

Below is our list of suggested novels, informational texts, and multimedia for both the middle school and 

the high school.  We challenge you to read, watch, or listen to one or more of these or a novel of your 

choosing not currently on this list///or to find and partake in some life-enriching experience of your 

own.  To purchase the book or film, click the image in the left column which is linked to Amazon, or feel 

free to rent a copy from your local library.  All podcasts and Youtube videos are free online-- simply click 

the image. 

 

 

 

Table of Contents  

                  (Click the heading below to jump to that place in the doc or simply scroll through the list) 

 

Feeling Like an Outsider? Difference, Disability, and Perspective  

Heroes, Science Fiction, Dystopia, and Adventure! 

Love, Coming of Age, and Teen Drama 

True Crime Addicts- Solve a Mystery, Catch the Killer! 

Sports, Family, and Small Town Livin’ 

Who Am I? Personality and Identity 

Frightfest- Horror 

Stronger, Faster, Smarter- Self-Improvement 

Social Commentary: Equity, Oppression, and Imbalances of Power 

What Does it all Mean? Uncovering the Secrets of Consciousness 
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Feeling Like an Outsider? Difference, Disability, and Perspective 

 

Fiction and Nonfiction Text 

 

“Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every 

time she lands in a new school, she is able to hide her inability to 

read by creating clever yet disruptive distractions.  She is afraid to 

ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her newest 

teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the 

trouble maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself 

and that dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of. As her confidence 

grows, Ally feels free to be herself and the world starts opening up 

with possibilities. She discovers that there’s a lot more to her—and 

to everyone—than a label, and that great minds don’t always think 

alike.”   

Age: 10+ 

 

“Jeffrey Lionel "Maniac" Magee might have lived a normal life if a 

freak accident hadn't made him an orphan. After living with his 

unhappy and uptight aunt and uncle for eight years, he decides to 

run--and not just run away, but run. This is where the myth of 

Maniac Magee begins, as he changes the lives of a racially divided 

small town with his amazing and legendary feats.”  

Age: 10+ 
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“When Robert Hoge was born, he had a tumor the size of a tennis 

ball in the middle of his face and short, twisted legs. Surgeons 

removed the tumor and made him a new nose from one of his toes.  

Amazingly, he survived—with a face that would never be the same.  

 Strangers stared at him, kids called him names, and adults could be 

cruel in their own ways. Everybody seemed to agree that Robert was 

"ugly." But Robert refused to let his face dictate his entire life. Then, 

when Robert came face to face with the biggest decision of his life, 

he followed his heart. This poignant memoir about overcoming 

bullying and thriving with disabilities shows that what makes us 

“ugly” also makes us who we are.”  

Age:  10+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies Available to 

Borrow  

 

“The humor of Diary of a Wimpy Kid meets a Godfather-like tale of 

crime and betrayal in this first book in Chris Rylander's The Fourth 

Stall Saga. Do you need something? Mac can get it for you. He and 

his best friend and business manager, Vince. Their methods might 

sometimes run afoul of the law, or at least the school code of 

conduct, but if you have a problem, if no one else can help, and if 

you can pay him, Mac is on your side. His office is located in the 

East Wing boy's bathroom, fourth stall from the high window. And 

business is booming. Or at least it was, until this particular Monday. 

Because this Monday is when Mac and Vince find out that the 

trouble with solving everyone else's problems is there's no one left to 

solve yours. The school setting; fast-paced, cinematic, and funny 

story; and engaging voice make The Fourth Stall a perfect classroom 

read.”  

 

Age: 12+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies Available to 

Borrow  
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“Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the 

world and their capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. He 

relates well to animals but has no understanding of human emotions. 

He cannot stand to be touched. And he detests the color yellow. 

 

This improbable story of Christopher's quest to investigate the 

suspicious death of a neighborhood dog makes for one of the most 

captivating, unusual, and widely heralded novels in recent years.” 

Age: 13+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies Available to 

Borrow  

Multimedia  

 

“Based on the best-selling book by Naoki Higashida, The Reason I 

Jump is an immersive cinematic exploration of neurodiversity 

through the experiences of non speaking autistic people from around 

the world. The film blends Higashida’s revelatory insights into 

autism, written when he was just 13, with intimate portraits of five 

remarkable young people. It opens a window for audiences into an 

intense and overwhelming, but often joyful, sensory universe. 

Moments in the lives of each of the characters are linked by the 

journey of a young Japanese boy through an epic landscape; narrated 

passages from Naoki’s writing reflect on what his autism 

means to him and others, how his perception of the world differs, and 

why he acts in the way he does: the reason he jumps. The film distills 

these elements into a sensually rich tapestry that leads 

to Naoki’s core message: not being able to speak does not mean there 

is nothing to say.” 

 

Age: 10+ 
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TED Talks: 

I’m Not Your Inspiration, 

Thank You Very Much~ 

Stella Young 

 

 

 

“Stella Young is a comedian and journalist who happens to go about 

her day in a wheelchair — a fact that doesn't, she'd like to make 

clear, automatically turn her into a noble inspiration to all humanity."  

Age: 17+ 

 

Youtube: Do All Autistic 

People Think The Same? | 

Spectrum 

 

 

 

A multi-faceted explanatory interview detailing the amazing 

neurodiversity of people on the autistic spectrum. 

Age: 13+ 
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Heroes, Science Fiction, Dystopia, and Adventure! 

 

Fiction and Nonfiction 

 

“Percy Jackson is a good kid, but he can't seem to focus on his 

schoolwork or control his temper. And lately, being away at 

boarding school is only getting worse-Percy could have sworn 

his pre-algebra teacher turned into a monster and tried to kill 

him.” 

Age: 9+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies Available to 

Borrow  

 

“Gregor the Overlander joins the Scholastic Gold line, which 

features award-winning and beloved novels. Includes exclusive 

bonus content!When Gregor falls through a grate in the laundry 

room of his apartment building, he hurtles into the dark 

Underland, where spiders, rats, cockroaches coexist uneasily 

with humans. This world is on the brink of war, and Gregor's 

arrival is no accident. A prophecy foretells that Gregor has a role 

to play in the Underland's uncertain future. Gregor wants no part 

of it -- until he realizes it's the only way to solve the mystery of 

his father's disappearance. Reluctantly, Gregor embarks on a 

dangerous adventure that will change both him and the 

Underland forever. This unforgettable novel by Suzanne Collins, 

the international bestselling author of the Hunger Games series, 

is rich in suspense and brimming with adventure.” 

Age:  9+ 
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“This first book in Veronica Roth's #1 New York Times 

bestselling Divergent trilogy is the novel that inspired the major 

motion picture starring Shailene Woodley, Theo James, and Kate 

Winslet. This dystopian series set in a futuristic Chicago has 

captured the hearts of millions of teen and adult readers. Perfect 

for fans of the Hunger Games and Maze Runner series, 

Divergent and its sequels, Insurgent and Allegiant, are the 

gripping story of a dystopian world transformed by courage, self-

sacrifice, and love. Fans of the Divergent movie will find the 

book packed with just as much emotional depth and exhilarating 

action as the film, all told in beautiful, rich language. One choice 

can transform you. Beatrice Prior's society is divided into five 

factions—Candor (the honest), Abnegation (the selfless), 

Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the peaceful), and Erudite (the 

intelligent). Beatrice must choose between staying with her 

Abnegation family and transferring factions. Her choice will 

shock her community and herself. But the newly christened Tris 

also has a secret, one she's determined to keep hidden, because in 

this world, what makes you different makes you dangerous. 

Supports the Common Core State Standards.” 

Age:  13+ 

 

“Once again, Earth is under attack. An alien species is poised for 

a final assault. The survival of humanity depends on a military 

genius who can defeat the aliens. But who? 

 

Ender Wiggin. Brilliant. Ruthless. Cunning. A tactical and 

strategic master. And a child. 

 

Recruited for military training by the world government, Ender's 

childhood ends the moment he enters his new home: Battle 

School. Among the elite recruits Ender proves himself to be a 

genius among geniuses. He excels in simulated war games. But 

is the pressure and loneliness taking its toll on Ender? 

Simulations are one thing. How will Ender perform in real 

combat conditions? After all, Battle School is just a game. Isn't 

it?” 

Age: 12+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies Available to 

Borrow  
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“The enchanting prequel to The Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit is 

the classic fantasy that inspired Peter Jackson's major motion 

picture trilogy When Thorin Oakenshield and his band of 

dwarves embark upon a dangerous quest to reclaim the hoard of 

gold stolen from them by the evil dragon Smaug, Gandalf the 

wizard suggests an unlikely accomplice: Bilbo Baggins, an 

unassuming Hobbit dwelling in peaceful Hobbiton. Along the 

way, the company faces trolls, goblins, giant spiders, and worse. 

But as they journey from the wonders of Rivendell to the terrors 

of Mirkwood and beyond, Bilbo will find that there is more to 

him than anyone--himself included--ever dreamed. Unexpected 

qualities of courage and cunning, and a love of adventure, propel 

Bilbo toward his great destiny . . . a destiny that waits in the dark 

caverns beneath the Misty Mountains, where a twisted creature 

known as Gollum jealously guards a precious magic ring.” 

Age:  9+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies Available to 

Borrow  

 

“Kirsten Raymonde will never forget the night Arthur Leander, 

the famous Hollywood actor, had a heart attack on stage during a 

production of King Lear. That was the night when a devastating 

flu pandemic arrived in the city, and within weeks, civilization as 

we know it came to an end. 

 

Twenty years later, Kirsten moves between the settlements of the 

altered world with a small troupe of actors and musicians. They 

call themselves The Traveling Symphony, and they have 

dedicated themselves to keeping the remnants of art and 

humanity alive. But when they arrive in St. Deborah by the 

Water, they encounter a violent prophet who will threaten the 

tiny band’s existence. And as the story takes off, moving back 

and forth in time, and vividly depicting life before and after the 

pandemic, the strange twist of fate that connects them all will be 

revealed.” 

Age:  14+ 
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“Never Let Me Go takes place in a dystopian version of late 

1990s England, where the lives of ordinary citizens are 

prolonged through a state-sanctioned program of human cloning. 

The clones, referred to as students, grow up in special institutions 

away from the outside world.” 

Age: 13+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies available to 

borrow 

   

 

“When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, 

one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and 

fought for her right to an education. 

 

On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost 

paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at point-blank 

range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected 

her to survive. 

 

Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an 

extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern Pakistan 

to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she 

became a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest 

nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize.” 

Age: 10+ 
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“On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber 

crashed into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared, leaving only a 

spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on 

the ocean surface, a face appeared. It was that of a young 

lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was struggling to a life 

raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most 

extraordinary odysseys of the Second World War. 

 

The lieutenant’s name was Louis Zamperini. In boyhood, he’d 

been a cunning and incorrigible delinquent, breaking into houses, 

brawling, and fleeing his home to ride the rails. As a teenager, he 

had channeled his defiance into running, discovering a 

prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin Olympics and 

within sight of the four-minute mile. But when war had come, 

the athlete had become an airman, embarking on a journey that 

led to his doomed flight, a tiny raft, and a drift into the unknown. 

 

Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, 

leaping sharks, a foundering raft, thirst and starvation, enemy 

aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of 

endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity; 

suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion. 

His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would be suspended on the 

fraying wire of his will.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Age: 14+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies Available to 

Borrow  

Multimedia 

 

“Phil Lord and Christopher Miller bring their unique talents to a 

fresh vision of a different Spider-Man Universe, with a 

groundbreaking visual style that's the first of its kind. Spider-

Man: Into the Spider-Verse introduces Brooklyn teen Miles 

Morales, and the limitless possibilities of the Spider-Verse, 

where more than one can wear the mask.” 

Rating: PG 
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“This tale of true love, high adventure, pirates, princesses, giants, 

miracles, fencing, and a frightening assortment of wild beasts 

was unforgettably depicted in the 1987 film directed by Rob 

Reiner and starring Fred Savage, Robin Wright, and others.” 

Rating: PG 

 

“Jim Caviezel (HIGH CRIMES) and Guy Pearce (THE TIME 

MACHINE) give sizzling performances in THE COUNT OF 

MONTE CRISTO -- the greatest tale of betrayal, adventure, and 

revenge the world has ever known. When the dashing and 

guileless Edmond Dantes (Caviezel) is betrayed by his best 

friend (Pearce) and wrongly imprisoned, he becomes consumed 

by thoughts of vengeance. After a miraculous escape, he 

transforms himself into the mysterious and wealthy Count of 

Monte Cristo, insinuates himself into the French nobility, and 

puts his cunning plan of revenge in action. This swashbuckling 

thriller will have you sitting on the edge of your seat until the last 

ounce of revenge is exacted.” 

Rating: PG-13 
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“A young man who survives a disaster at sea is hurtled into an 

epic journey of adventure and discovery. While cast away, he 

forms an unexpected connection with another survivor: a 

fearsome Bengal tiger.” 

Rating: PG 

 

“Interstellar chronicles the adventures of a group of explorers 

who make use of a newly discovered wormhole to surpass the 

limitations on human space travel and conquer the vast distances 

involved in an interstellar voyage.” 

PG-13 
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Love, Coming of Age, and Teen Drama 

 

Fiction and Nonfiction Texts 

 

“A beautiful and distinguished family. 

A private island. 

A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy. 

A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship 

turns destructive. 

A revolution. An accident. A secret. 

Lies upon lies. 

True love. 

The truth. 

 

Read it. 

And if anyone asks you how it ends, just LIE.” 

Age:  15+ 

 

Anna Oliphant can’t wait for her senior year in Atlanta, 

where she has a great job, a loyal best friend, and a crush 

on the verge of becoming more. So she’s less than thrilled 

when her father - a writer of novels set in Small Town 

Georgia about folks with Good American Values and 

who Fall in Love and then contract Life-Threatening 

Diseases and Die, unexpectedly ships her off to boarding 

school in Paris—until she meets Étienne St. Clair, the 

perfect boy. The only problem? He's taken, and Anna 

might be, too, if anything comes of her crush back home. 

Will a year of romantic near-misses end in the French 

kiss Anna awaits? 

Age: 16+ 



15 

 

“Tally is about to turn sixteen, and she can’t wait. In just 

a few weeks she’ll have the operation that will turn her 

from a repellent ugly into a stunningly attractive pretty. 

And as a pretty, she’ll be catapulted into a high-tech 

paradise where her only job is to have fun. 

 

But Tally’s new friend Shay isn’t sure she wants to 

become a pretty. When Shay runs away, Tally learns 

about a whole new side of the pretty world—and it isn’t 

very pretty. The authorities offer Tally a choice: find her 

friend and turn her in, or never turn pretty at all. Tally’s 

choice will change her world forever.” 

Age: 16+ 

 

“Every so often a love story so captures our hearts that it 

becomes more than a story-it becomes an experience to 

remember forever. The Notebook is such a book. It is a 

celebration of how passion can be ageless and timeless, a 

tale that moves us to laughter and tears and makes us 

believe in true love all over again... 

 

At thirty-one, Noah Calhoun, back in coastal North 

Carolina after World War II, is haunted by images of the 

girl he lost more than a decade earlier. At twenty-nine, 

socialite Allie Nelson is about to marry a wealthy lawyer, 

but she cannot stop thinking about the boy who long ago 

stole her heart. Thus begins the story of a love so 

enduring and deep it can turn tragedy into triumph, and 

may even have the power to create a miracle…” 

Age: 15+ 
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“France, 1714: In a moment of desperation, a young 

woman makes a Faustian bargain to live forever - and is 

cursed to be forgotten by everyone she meets. 

Thus begins the extraordinary life of Addie LaRue and a 

dazzling adventure that will play out across centuries and 

continents, across history and art, as a young woman 

learns how far she will go to leave her mark on the world. 

But everything changes when, after nearly 300 years, 

Addie stumbles across a young man in a hidden 

bookstore and he remembers her name.” 

Age: 17+ 

 

True Crime Addicts- Solve a Mystery, Catch the Killer! 

 

Fiction and Nonfiction Texts 

 

Arthur Conan Doyle’s first ‘Sherlock Holmes' novel 

introduces the talented detective Holmes to his loyal 

partner in investigation, Dr. John Watson. A Study in 

Scarlet is the first of four full length Sherlock Holmes 

novels written by Arthur Conan Doyle. The novel begins 

with a war-wounded Watson being introduced to Holmes 

by a common friend, when looking for a place to stay. 

Initially wary of Holmes’s eccentricities, Watson 

gradually starts appreciating Sherlock’s knowledge and 

exceptional abilities of logical deduction. 

Age: 10+ 
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“Pretty Little Liars meets The Breakfast Club” 

(Entertainment Weekly) in this addictive mystery about 

what happens when five strangers walk into detention and 

only four walk out alive. 

  

Pay close attention and you might solve this. 

On Monday afternoon, five students at Bayview High 

walks into detention. 

 Bronwyn, the brain, is Yale-bound and never 

breaks a rule. 

 Addy, the beauty, is the picture-perfect 

homecoming princess. 

 Nate, the criminal, is already on probation for 

dealing. 

 Cooper, the athlete, is the all-star baseball 

pitcher. 

 And Simon, the outcast, is the creator of Bayview 

High’s notorious gossip app. 

  

Only, Simon never makes it out of that classroom. Before 

the end of detention Simon's dead. And according to 

investigators, his death wasn’t an accident. On Monday, 

he died. But on Tuesday, he’d planned to post juicy 

reveals about all four of his high-profile classmates, 

which makes all four of them suspects in his murder. Or 

are they the perfect patsies for a killer who’s still on the 

loose? 

 

Everyone has secrets, right? What really matters is how 

far you would go to protect them.” 

Age: 16+ 
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“A dying criminal confesses that his loot has been stored 

"in the tower." Both towers of the looted mansion are 

searched in vain. It remains for the Hardy boys to make 

an astonishing discovery that clears up the mystery and 

clears the name of a friend’s father.” 

Age: 10+ 

 

"My name was Salmon, like the fish; first name, Susie. I 

was fourteen when I was murdered on December 6, 

1973." 

 

So begins the story of Susie Salmon, who is adjusting to 

her new home in heaven, a place that is not at all what she 

expected, even as she is watching life on earth continue 

without her -- her friends trading rumors about her 

disappearance, her killer trying to cover his tracks, her 

grief-stricken family unraveling. Out of unspeakable 

tragedy and loss, The Lovely Bones succeeds, 

miraculously, in building a tale filled with hope, humor, 

suspense, even joy. 

 

 

Age: 17+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies Available to 

Borrow  
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“When Raskolnikov, an impoverished student living in 

the St. Petersburg of the tsars, commits an act of murder 

and theft, he sets into motion a story that is almost 

unequalled in world literature for its excruciating 

suspense, its atmospheric vividness, and its depth of 

characterization and vision. Dostoevsky’s drama of sin, 

guilt, and redemption transforms the sordid story of an 

old woman’s murder into the nineteenth century’s 

profoundest and most compelling philosophical novel.” 

 

Age: 16+ 

Multimedia 

 

 

 

“It's Baltimore, 1999. Hae Min Lee, a popular high-

school senior, disappears after school one day. Six weeks 

later detectives arrest her classmate and ex-boyfriend, 

Adnan Syed, for her murder. He says he's innocent - 

though he can't exactly remember what he was doing on 

that January afternoon. But someone can. A classmate at 

Woodlawn High School says she knows where Adnan 

was. The trouble is, she’s nowhere to be found.” 

Age: 16+ 
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“Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall ignite the screen in 

this classic film noir adaptation of Raymond Chandler's 

steamy detective novel. When private investigator Philip 

Marlowe (Bogart) accepts the blackmail case of one of 

Los Angeles' wealthiest men, his probe leads deep into a 

web of lies, drugs, and murder woven around his client's 

two beautiful daughters. But Marlowe's most startling 

discovery is his inexorable attraction to one of the 

sisters.” 

Age: 15+ 

Sports, Family, and Small Town Livin’ 

 

Fiction and Nonfiction 

 

“New York Times Bestseller · National Book Award 

Longlist · ILA-CBC Children's Choice List · ALA Notable 

Children’s Book · Book Links’ Lasting Connections · Kirkus 

Best Book · San Francisco Chronicle Best Book· 

Washington Post Best Book· BookPage Best Book "A novel 

about a soccer-obsessed tween boy written entirely in verse? 

In a word, yes. Kwame Alexander has the magic to pull off 

this unlikely feat, both as a poet and as a storyteller. " — The 

Chicago TribuneLike lightning/you strike/fast and free/legs 

zoom/down field/eyes fixed/on the checkered ball/on the 

goal/ten yards to go/can’t nobody stop you/can’t nobody cop 

you… In this follow-up to the Newbery-winning novel The 

Crossover,  soccer, family, love, and friendship take center 

stage as twelve-year-old Nick learns the power of words as 

he wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and 

tries to impress the girl of his dreams. Helping him along are 

his best friend and sometimes teammate Coby, and The Mac, 

a rapping librarian who gives Nick inspiring books to read.   

This electric and heartfelt novel-in-verse by poet Kwame 

 

Age: 10+ 
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Alexander bends and breaks as it captures all the thrills and 

setbacks, action and emotion of a World Cup match!” 

 

Copies Available to 

Borrow   

 

“New York Times bestseller · Newbery Medal Winner 

·Coretta Scott King Honor Award ·2015 YALSA 2015 Top 

Ten Best Fiction for Young Adults· 2015 YALSA Quick 

Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers ·Publishers 

Weekly Best Book · School Library Journal Best Book· 

Kirkus Best Book "A beautifully measured novel of life and 

line."—The New York Times Book Review"With a bolt of 

lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat 

is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I’m 

delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. 

He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. 

But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad 

beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and 

furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood from 

Kwame Alexander. 

Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and 

off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible 

price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-

changer for the entire family.” 

 

 

Age: 9+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“#1 NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • High school all-

American Neely Crenshaw was probably the best 

quarterback ever to play for the legendary Messina Spartans. 

Fifteen years have gone by since those glory days, and Neely 

has come home to Messina to bury Coach Eddie Rake, the 

man who molded the Spartans into an unbeatable football 

dynasty. 

 

Now, as Coach Rake’s “boys” sit in the bleachers waiting for 

the dimming field lights to signal his passing, they replay the 

old games, relive the old glories, and try to decide once and 

for all whether they love Eddie Rake – or hate him. For 

Neely Crenshaw, a man who must finally forgive his coach – 

and himself – before he can get on with his life, the stakes 

are especially high.” 

 

Age: 12+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies Available to 

Borrow   
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“Ray Bradbury's moving recollection of a vanished golden 

era remains one of his most enchanting novels. Dandelion 

Wine stands out in the Bradbury literary canon as the 

author's most deeply personal work, a semi-autobiographical 

recollection of a magical small-town summer in 1928. 

Twelve-year-old Douglas Spaulding knows Green Town, 

Illinois, is as vast and deep as the whole wide world that lies 

beyond the city limits. It is a pair of brand-new tennis shoes, 

the first harvest of dandelions for Grandfather's renowned 

intoxicant, the distant clang of the trolley's bell on a hazy 

afternoon. It is yesteryear and tomorrow blended into an 

unforgettable always. But as young Douglas is about to 

discover, summer can be more than the repetition of 

established rituals whose mystical power holds time at bay. It 

can be a best friend moving away, a human time machine 

who can transport you back to the Civil War, or a sideshow 

automaton able to glimpse the bittersweet future. 

Come and savor Ray Bradbury's priceless distillation of all 

that is eternal about boyhood and summer.” 

 

Age: 14+ 

Multimedia 

 

“One of the most rousingly enjoyable sports movies ever 

made, this small-town drama tells the story of the Hickory 

Huskers, an underdog basketball team from a tiny Indiana 

high school that makes it all the way to the state 

championship tournament. It's a familiar story, but sensitive 

direction and a splendid screenplay helped make this one of 

the best films of 1986, highlighted by the superb 

performances of Gene Hackman as the Huskers' coach, and 

Oscar nominee Dennis Hopper as the alcoholic father of one 

of the team's key players. As the drama unfolds we come to 

realize that many of the characters (including Barbara 

Hershey as a schoolteacher with whom Hackman falls in 

love) are recovering from disappointing setbacks, and this 

depth of character is what makes the otherwise conventional 

basketball story so richly rewarding. Like Rocky, Rudy, and 

Breaking Away, this is a quintessentially American movie 

about beating the odds and rising above one's own 

limitations. Just try to watch it without cheering! --Jeff 

Shannon” 

Rating: PG 
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“If you build it, he will come. With these words, Iowa farmer 

Ray Kinsella (Kevin Costner) is inspired by a voice he can't 

ignore to pursue a dream he can hardly believe. Now 

presented as a 2-disc set, this all-new Anniversary Edition 

features unsurpassed sound and clarity with digitally 

remastered 5.1 audio and video, plus hours of never-before-

seen bonus features that extend the magic of the film. Also 

starring Ray Liotta, James Earl Jones, and Amy Madigan, 

Field of Dreams is an extraordinary and unforgettable 

experience that has moved critics and audiences like no other 

film of its generation. Field of Dreams is a glowing tribute to 

all who dare to dream.” 

 

 

Rating: PG 

 

“From the studio that brought you THE ROOKIE and 

REMEMBER THE TITANS comes the movie everybody 

loves -- MIRACLE. Filled with exhilarating nonstop hockey 

action and heart-racing suspense, it's the inspiring true story 

behind one of the greatest moments in sports history, the 

1980 United States ice hockey team's triumphant Olympic 

victory against the Soviet Union. Kurt Russell gives a 

brilliant performance as the dynamic and determined coach 

Herb Brooks, who had an impossible dream -- beat the 

seemingly unbeatable Soviets at their own game. Starting 

with a handpicked group of twenty-six undisciplined kids, 

Brooks coached them to play like they never played before, 

and turned twenty of them into a team that believed they 

could achieve the unachievable -- and in the process, united a 

nation with a new feeling of hope.” 

 

 

Rating: PG 
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“Based on real events, this remarkable story celebrates how a 

town torn apart by friction and mistrust comes together in 

triumphant harmony. After leading his team to fifteen 

winning seasons, beloved football coach Bill Yoast (Will 

Patton) is demoted and replaced by tough, opinionated 

Herman Boone (Washington). How these two men overcome 

their differences and turn a group of hostile young men into 

champions is a remarkable portrait of courage and 

perseverance. Watch the action unfold play-by-play in the 

astounding visual clarity of high definition, while you thrill 

to the roaring of the crowds and experience the full impact of 

every sack with spectacularly enhanced audio. You and your 

family will never forget the Titans.”  

 

 

 

Rating: PG 

 

 

 

Who Am I? Personality and Identity 

 

Fiction and Nonfiction 

 

“Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-skinned" 

woman evasive about her ethnicity, yet steadfast in her love for 

her twelve black children. James McBride, journalist, musician, 

and son, explores his mother's past, as well as his own 

upbringing and heritage, in a poignant and powerful debut, The 

Color Of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother. 

In The Color of Water, McBride retraces his mother's footsteps 

and, through her searing and spirited voice, recreates her 

remarkable story. The daughter of a failed itinerant Orthodox 

rabbi, she was born Rachel Shilsky (actually Ruchel Dwara 

Zylska) in Poland on April 1, 1921. Fleeing pogroms, her family 

emigrated to America and ultimately settled in Suffolk, Virginia, 

a small town where anti-Semitism and racial tensions ran high. 

With candor and immediacy, Ruth describes her parents' loveless 

marriage; her fragile, handicapped mother; her cruel, sexually-

abusive father; and the rest of the family and life she 

abandoned.” 

Age: 13+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies Available to 

Borrow  
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“From the moment she entered the world, Francie Nolan needed 

to be made of stern stuff, for growing up in the Williamsburg 

slums of Brooklyn, New York demanded fortitude, precocity, 

and strength of spirit. Often scorned by neighbors for her 

family’s erratic and eccentric behavior―such as her father 

Johnny’s taste for alcohol and Aunt Sissy’s habit of marrying 

serially without the formality of divorce―no one, least of all 

Francie, could say that the Nolans’ life lacked drama. By turns 

overwhelming, heartbreaking, and uplifting, the Nolans’ daily 

experiences are raw with honesty and tenderly threaded with 

family connectedness. Betty Smith has, in the pages of A Tree 

Grows in Brooklyn, captured the joys of humble Williamsburg 

life―from “junk day” on Saturdays, when the children traded 

their weekly take for pennies, to the special excitement of 

holidays, bringing cause for celebration and revelry. Smith has 

created a work of literary art that brilliantly captures a unique 

time and place as well as deeply resonant moments of universal 

experience. Here is an American classic that "cuts right to the 

heart of life," hails the New York Times. "If you miss A Tree 

Grows in Brooklyn, you will deny yourself a rich experience."  

 

Age: 12+ 

 

“From award-winning writer David Mitchell comes a sinewy, 

meditative novel of boyhood on the cusp of adulthood and the 

old on the cusp of the new. 

 

Black Swan Green tracks a single year in what is, for thirteen-

year-old Jason Taylor, the sleepiest village in muddiest 

Worcestershire in a dying Cold War England, 1982. But the 

thirteen chapters, each a short story in its own right, create an 

exquisitely observed world that is anything but sleepy. A world 

of Kissingeresque realpolitikenacted in boys’ games on a frozen 

lake; of “nightcreeping” through the summer backyards of 

strangers; of the tabloid-fueled thrills of the Falklands War and 

its human toll; of the cruel, luscious Dawn Madden and her 

power-hungry boyfriend, Ross Wilcox; of a certain Madame Eva 

van Outryve de Crommelynck, an elderly bohemian emigré who 

is both more and less than she appears; of Jason’s search to 

replace his dead grandfather’s irreplaceable smashed watch 

before the crime is discovered; of first cigarettes, first kisses, 

first Duran Duran LPs, and first deaths; of Margaret Thatcher’s 

recession; of Gypsies camping in the woods and the hysteria 

they inspire; and, even closer to home, of a slow-motion divorce 

in four seasons. 

 

Pointed, funny, profound, left-field, elegiac, and painted with the 

stuff of life, Black Swan Green is David Mitchell’s subtlest and 

most effective achievement to date.” 

Age: 13+ 
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“Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s 

The Great American Read 

 

Oscar is a sweet but disastrously overweight, lovesick 

Dominican ghetto nerd. From his home in New Jersey, where he 

lives with his old-world mother and rebellious sister, Oscar 

dreams of becoming the Dominican J. R. R. Tolkien and, most of 

all, of finding love. But he may never get what he wants, thanks 

to the Fukú—the curse that has haunted Oscar's family for 

generations, dooming them to prison, torture, tragic accidents, 

and, above all, ill-starred love. Oscar, still waiting for his first 

kiss, is just its most recent victim. 

 

Díaz immerses us in the tumultuous life of Oscar and the history 

of the family at large, rendering with genuine warmth and 

dazzling energy, humor, and insight the Dominican-American 

experience, and, ultimately, the endless human capacity to 

persevere in the face of heartbreak and loss. A true literary 

triumph, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao confirms Junot 

Díaz as one of the best and most exciting voices of our time.” 

Age: 17+ 

 

“In powerful black-and-white comic strip images, Satrapi tells 

the story of her life in Tehran from ages six to fourteen, years 

that saw the overthrow of the Shah’s regime, the triumph of the 

Islamic Revolution, and the devastating effects of war with Iraq. 

The intelligent and outspoken only child of committed Marxists 

and the great-granddaughter of one of Iran’s last emperors, 

Marjane bears witness to a childhood uniquely entwined with the 

history of her country. 

 

Persepolis paints an unforgettable portrait of daily life in Iran 

and of the bewildering contradictions between home life and 

public life. Marjane’s child’s-eye view of dethroned emperors, 

state-sanctioned whippings, and heroes of the revolution allows 

us to learn as she does the history of this fascinating country and 

of her own extraordinary family. Intensely personal, profoundly 

political, and wholly original, Persepolis is at once a story of 

growing up and a reminder of the human cost of war and 

political repression. It shows how we carry on, with laughter and 

tears, in the face of absurdity. And, finally, it introduces us to an 

irresistible little girl with whom we cannot help but fall in love.” 

Age: 17+ 
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“For the past twenty years Keirsey has continued to investigate 

personality differences -- to refine his theory of the four 

temperaments and to define the facets of character that 

distinguish one from another. His findings form the basis of 

Please Understand Me II, an updated and greatly expanded 

edition of the book, far more comprehensive and coherent than 

the original, and yet with much of the same easy accessibility. 

One major addition is Keirsey's view of how the temperaments 

differ in the intelligent roles they are most likely to develop. 

Each of us, he says, has four kinds of intelligence -- tactical, 

logistical, diplomatic, strategic -- though one of the four interests 

us far more than the others, and thus gets far more practice than 

the rest. Like four suits in a hand of cards, we each have a long 

suit and a short suit in what interests us and what we do well, 

and fortunate indeed are those whose work matches their skills. 

As in the original book, Please Understand Me II begins with 

The Keirsey Temperament Sorter, the most used personality 

inventory in the world. But also included is The Keirsey Four-

Types Sorter, a new short questionnaire that identifies one's 

basic temperament and then ranks one's second, third, and fourth 

choices. Share this new sorter with friends and family, and get 

set for a lively and fascinating discussion of personal styles.” 

Age: 16+ 

 

“At least one-third of the people we know are introverts. They 

are the ones who prefer listening to speaking; who innovate and 

create but dislike self-promotion; who favor working on their 

own over working in teams. It is to introverts—Rosa Parks, 

Chopin, Dr. Seuss, Steve Wozniak—that we owe many of the 

great contributions to society. 

  

In Quiet, Susan Cain argues that we dramatically undervalue 

introverts and shows how much we lose in doing so. She charts 

the rise of the Extrovert Ideal throughout the twentieth century 

and explores how deeply it has come to permeate our culture. 

She also introduces us to successful introverts—from a witty, 

high-octane public speaker who recharges in solitude after his 

talks, to a record-breaking salesman who quietly taps into the 

power of questions. Passionately argued, impeccably researched, 

and filled with indelible stories of real people, Quiet has the 

power to permanently change how we see introverts and, equally 

important, how they see themselves.” 

Age: 13+ 
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In December 2000, the Baltimore Sun ran a small piece about 

Wes Moore, a local student who had just received a Rhodes 

Scholarship. The same paper also ran a series of articles about 

four young men who had allegedly killed a police officer in a 

spectacularly botched armed robbery. The police were still 

hunting for two of the suspects who had gone on the lam, a pair 

of brothers. One was named Wes Moore. 

 

Wes just couldn’t shake off the unsettling coincidence, or the 

inkling that the two shared much more than space in the same 

newspaper. After following the story of the robbery, the 

manhunt, and the trial to its conclusion, he wrote a letter to the 

other Wes, now a convicted murderer serving a life sentence 

without the possibility of parole. His letter tentatively asked the 

questions that had been haunting him: Who are you? How did 

this happen? 

 

That letter led to a correspondence and relationship that lasted 

for several years. Over dozens of letters and prison visits, Wes 

discovered that the other Wes had had a life not unlike his own: 

Both had had difficult childhoods, both were fatherless; they’d 

hung out on similar corners with similar crews, and both had run 

into trouble with the police. At each stage of their young lives 

they had come across similar moments of decision, yet their 

choices would lead them to astonishingly different destinies. 

 

Told in alternating dramatic narratives that take readers from 

heart-wrenching losses to moments of surprising redemption, 

The Other Wes Moore tells the story of a generation of boys 

trying to find their way in a hostile world.” 

Age: 12+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Available on PDF: 

 

https://cl2hart.weebly.c

om/uploads/5/9/4/4/594

47175/the_other_wes_

moore__1_.pdf 

 

Frightfest/Horror 

Fiction and Nonfiction 

https://cl2hart.weebly.com/uploads/5/9/4/4/59447175/the_other_wes_moore__1_.pdf
https://cl2hart.weebly.com/uploads/5/9/4/4/59447175/the_other_wes_moore__1_.pdf
https://cl2hart.weebly.com/uploads/5/9/4/4/59447175/the_other_wes_moore__1_.pdf
https://cl2hart.weebly.com/uploads/5/9/4/4/59447175/the_other_wes_moore__1_.pdf
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“For fans of Small Spaces and the Goosebumps 

series by R.L Stine comes a chilling ghost story 

based on real Chicago history about a malevolent 

spirit, an unlucky girl, and a haunting mystery that 

will tie the two together. 

Claire is being haunted. The boy from the bus wants 

something...and Claire needs to find out what before 

it's too late.” 

Age: 11+ 

 

“Rae’s father vanished without a trace—and Rae 

knows what happened to him. But no one believes 

her when she says that her father didn’t run off, that 

he was actually taken. Now, a year of therapy later, 

Rae’s mother decides they need a fresh start, and so 

they move to a new town in the hope that life can 

return to normal. 

 

The problem is, there is nothing normal about the 

town of Whispering Pines. 

 

When several kids go missing and then show up like 

zombies with their eyes removed, many locals brush 

it off. Just another day in Whispering Pines. But 

Caden has a dark secret, one that may explain why 

someone is stealing eyes. And Rae, who knows how 

it feels to not be believed, may be just the person 

Caden needs to help him put things right.” 

Age: 11+ 
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“When her adorable baby brother is replaced by an 

ugly, ill-tempered changeling, Mollie is determined 

to find the so-called Kinde Folke who took baby 

Thomas, return the changeling she calls Guest, and 

make them give Thomas back. Natural and magical 

obstacles and her own reckless temperament make 

her journey arduous and full of dangers, and a plot 

rich in surprises and twists makes this book a must-

read for Mary Downing Hahn’s fans.” 

Age: 10+ 

 

“Ben Mears has returned to Jerusalem's Lot in the 

hopes that living in an old mansion, long the subject 

of town lore, will help him cast out his own devils 

and provide inspiration for his new book. But when 

two young boys venture into the woods and only one 

comes out alive, Mears begins to realize that there 

may be something sinister at work and that his 

hometown is under siege by forces of darkness far 

beyond his control. 

 

With this, his second novel, Stephen King established 

himself as an indisputable master of American 

horror, able to transform the old conceits of the genre 

into something fresh and all the more frightening for 

taking place in a familiar, idyllic locale.” 

Age: 17+ 
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“Staring unflinchingly into the abyss of slavery, this 

spellbinding novel transforms history into a story as 

powerful as Exodus and as intimate as a lullaby. 

Sethe, its protagonist, was born a slave and escaped 

to Ohio, but 18 years later she is still not free. She 

has too many memories of Sweet Home, the beautiful 

farm where so many hideous things happened. And 

Sethe's new home is haunted by the ghost of her 

baby, who died nameless and whose tombstone is 

engraved with a single word: Beloved. Filled with 

bitter poetry and suspense as taut as a rope, Beloved 

is a towering achievement. 

Toni Morrison is the Robert F. Goheen Professor of 

Humanities at Princeton University. She has received 

the National Book Critics Circle Award and the 

Pulitzer Prize. In 1993 she was awarded the Nobel 

Prize in Literature. She lives in Rockland County, 

New York, and Princeton, New Jersey.” 

 

Age: 15+ 

 

“The classic supernatural thriller by an author who 

helped define the genre. First published in 1959, 

Shirley Jackson's The Haunting of Hill House has 

been hailed as a perfect work of unnerving terror. It is 

the story of four seekers who arrive at a notoriously 

unfriendly pile called Hill House: Dr. Montague, an 

occult scholar looking for solid evidence of a 

“haunting;' Theodora, his lighthearted assistant; 

Eleanor, a friendless, fragile young woman well 

acquainted with poltergeists; and Luke, the future 

heir of Hill House. At first, their stay seems destined 

to be merely a spooky encounter with inexplicable 

phenomena. But Hill House is gathering its powers—

and soon it will choose one of them to make its own.” 

Age: 14+ 
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“During a business visit to Count Dracula's castle in 

Transylvania, a young English solicitor finds himself 

at the center of a series of horrifying incidents. 

Jonathan Harker is attacked by three phantom 

women, observes the Count's transformation from 

human to bat form, and discovers puncture wounds 

on his own neck that seem to have been made by 

teeth. Harker returns home upon his escape from 

Dracula's grim fortress, but a friend's strange malady 

— involving sleepwalking, inexplicable blood loss, 

and mysterious throat wounds — initiates a frantic 

vampire hunt. The popularity of Bram Stoker's 1897 

horror romance is as deathless as any vampire. Its 

supernatural appeal has spawned a host of film and 

stage adaptations, and more than a century after its 

initial publication, it continues to hold readers 

spellbound.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Age: 13+ 

Multimedia 

 

“When Dr. Malcolm Crowe (Willis), a distinguished 

child psychologist, meets Cole Sear (Oscar(R)-

nominee Haley Joel Osment, Best Supporting Actor), 

a frightened, confused, eight-year-old, Dr. Crowe is 

completely unprepared to face the truth of what 

haunts Cole. With a riveting intensity you'll find 

thoroughly chilling, the discovery of Cole's 

incredible sixth sense leads them to mysterious places 

with unforgettable consequences!” 

 

 

 

 

Rating: PG-13 
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“Directed by Academy Award® winner Steven 

Spielberg, Jaws set the standard for edge-of-your-seat 

suspense quickly becoming a cultural phenomenon 

and forever changing the movie industry. When the 

seaside community of Amity finds itself under attack 

by a dangerous great white shark, the town’s chief of 

police (Roy Scheider), a young marine biologist 

(Richard Dreyfuss) and a grizzled shark hunter 

(Robert Shaw) embark on a desperate quest to 

destroy the beast before it strikes again. Featuring an 

unforgettable score that evokes pure terror, Jaws 

remains one of the most influential and gripping 

adventures in motion picture history.” 

 

 

 

Rating: PG 

 

“Mel Gibson plays a former minister who must lead 

his family against a terrifying supernatural threat in 

this hit thriller.” 

Rating: PG-13 
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Stronger, Faster, Smarter- Self Improvement 

 

Nonfiction 
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“Between the ages of twelve and twenty-four, the brain 

changes in important and, at times, challenging ways. In 

Brainstorm, the renowned psychiatrist and bestselling 

author of Parenting from the Inside Out, The Whole-Brain 

Child, and Mindsight, Daniel Siegel busts a number of 

commonly held myths about adolescence — for example, 

that it is merely a stage of “immaturity” filled with often 

“crazy” behavior — to reveal how it is in fact a vital time 

in our lives in terms of charting the course for the adults we 

ultimately become. According to Siegel, during 

adolescence we learn important skills, such as how to leave 

home and enter the larger world, how to connect deeply 

with others, and how to safely experiment and take risks, 

thereby creating strategies for dealing with the world’s 

increasingly complex problems.” 

Siegel presents listeners with an inside-out approach to 

focusing on how brain development affects our behavior 

and relationships. Drawing on important new research in 

the field of interpersonal neurobiology, he explores 

exciting ways in which understanding how the brain 

functions can improve the lives of adolescents, making 

their relationships more fulfilling and less lonely and 

distressing on both sides of the generational divide. 

In this groundbreaking audiobook, Siegel offers teens and 

parents a road map for understanding the adolescent mind 

that will help families not just survive but also thrive 

through the “teenage years” and beyond. 

 

Age: 14+ 
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“In The Four Agreements, bestselling author Don Miguel 

Ruiz reveals the source of self-limiting beliefs that rob us 

of joy and create needless suffering. Based on ancient 

Toltec wisdom, The Four Agreements offer a powerful 

code of conduct that can rapidly transform our lives to a 

new experience of freedom, true happiness, and love.” 

Age: 13+ 

 

“Isolated by Mexico's deadly Copper Canyons, the blissful 

Tarahumara Indians have honed the ability to run hundreds 

of miles without rest or injury. In a riveting narrative, 

award-winning journalist and often-injured runner 

Christopher McDougall sets out to discover their secrets. In 

the process, he takes his readers from science labs at 

Harvard to the sun-baked valleys and freezing peaks across 

North America, where ever-growing numbers of ultra-

runners are pushing their bodies to the limit, and, finally, to 

a climactic race in the Copper Canyons that pits America’s 

best ultra-runners against the tribe. McDougall’s incredible 

story will not only engage your mind but inspire your body 

when you realize that you, indeed all of us, were born to 

run.” 

Age: 10+ 
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“No matter your goals, Atomic Habits offers a proven 

framework for improving - every day. James Clear, one of 

the world's leading experts on habit formation, reveals 

practical strategies that will teach you exactly how to form 

good habits, break bad ones, and master the tiny behaviors 

that lead to remarkable results. 

If you're having trouble changing your habits, the problem 

isn't you. The problem is your system. Bad habits repeat 

themselves again and again not because you don't want to 

change, but because you have the wrong system for 

change. You do not rise to the level of your goals. You fall 

to the level of your systems. Here, you'll get a proven 

system that can take you to new heights. 

Clear is known for his ability to distill complex topics into 

simple behaviors that can be easily applied to daily life and 

work. Here, he draws on the most proven ideas from 

biology, psychology, and neuroscience to create an easy-to-

understand guide for making good habits inevitable and 

bad habits impossible. Along the way, listeners will be 

inspired and entertained with true stories from Olympic 

gold medalists, award-winning artists, business leaders, 

life-saving physicians, and star comedians who have used 

the science of small habits to master their craft and vault to 

the top of their field.” 

 

Age: 10+ 

 

 

 

“Author Ben Patrick - aka #kneesovertoesguy - started out 

as something of an athletic zero. Sure, he was a good 

basketball player fundamentally, but his 19-inch vertical 

was laughable, and his time in the 40-yard dash was so 

tortoise-like that his high school coach thought the 

stopwatch was broken. He’d never clocked someone that 

slow. 

As if that genetic conspiracy wasn’t enough, Ben endured 

knee pain starting at age 8. After three knee surgeries and 

countless trips to the personal hell where constant pain 

resides, Ben retired from the game he loved at the ripe old 

age of 18. With zero hesitancy, he devoted his life to 

developing exercises that would not only help others avoid 

what he’d gone through, but reach a level of athleticism 

that maybe they’d only dreamed of achieving. 

Now 30, Ben’s vertical is an NBA-like 42 inches. Even 

against pro basketball players he’s often the fastest guy on 

Age: 14+ 
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the court. And best of all, he plays the game he loves full 

throttle, dunking like a machine - always with ZERO pain. 

Whether you own dunking dreams or simply want to take a 

pain-free walk around the park with your child’s hand in 

yours, Knee Ability Zero is your guide. Each exercise is 

accompanied by photos showing you proper form. Ben 

explains not just how to do each exercise, but why it’s 

effective in strengthening your hips, knees, ankles, Achilles 

and more. And it all takes just a few minutes several times 

a week. 

Applying the exercises in Knee Ability Zero, more than 

2,300 people have shared their success stories on 

ATGonlinecoaching.com. Joe Rogan, Mark Bell and recent 

NFL Hall of Fame inductee Charles Woodson are fans. 

From average citizens to professional athletes, many Knee 

Ability Zero users attest they see and feel improvement 

from Day 1.” 

 

“The national bestseller 

Anyone can learn to invest wisely with this bestselling 

investment system! 

Through every type of market, William J. O’Neil’s national 

bestseller, How to Make Money in Stocks, has shown over 

2 million investors the secrets to building wealth. O’Neil’s 

powerful CAN SLIM® Investing System―a proven 7-step 

process for minimizing risk and maximizing gains―has 

influenced generations of investors. 

Based on a major study of market winners from 1880 to 

2009, this expanded edition gives you: 

● Proven techniques for finding winning stocks 

before they make big price gains 

● Tips on picking the best stocks, mutual funds, and 

ETFs to maximize your gains 

● 100 new charts to help you spot today’s most 

profitable trends 

 PLUS strategies to help you avoid the 21 most 

common investor mistakes!” 

 

Age: 12+ 
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Social Commentary: Equity, Oppression, and Imbalances of Power 

 

Fiction and Nonfiction 

 

“Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and 

always there to help a friend—but none of that matters to 

the police officer who just put him in handcuffs. Despite 

leaving his rough neighborhood behind, he can't escape the 

scorn of his former peers or the ridicule of his new 

classmates. 

 

Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

for answers. But do they hold up anymore? He starts a 

journal to Dr. King to find out. 

 

Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best 

friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music turned up—

way up, sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop beside 

them. Words fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and Manny are 

caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's Justyce 

who is under attack.” 

Age: 14+ 

 

 

"Speak up for yourself--we want to know what you have to 

say." From the first moment of her freshman year at 

Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big fat lie, 

part of the nonsense of high school. She is friendless, 

outcast, because she busted an end-of-summer party by 

calling the cops, so now nobody will talk to her, let alone 

listen to her. As time passes, she becomes increasingly 

isolated and practically stops talking altogether. Only her 

art class offers any solace, and it is through her work on an 

art project that she is finally able to face what really 

happened at that terrible party: she was raped by an 

upperclassman, a guy who still attends Merryweather and is 

still a threat to her. Her healing process has just begun 

when she has another violent encounter with him. But this 

time Melinda fights back, refuses to be silent, and thereby 

achieves a measure of vindication. 

 

In Laurie Halse Anderson's powerful novel, an utterly 

believable heroine with a bitterly ironic voice delivers a 

blow to the hypocritical world of high school. She speaks 

for many a disenfranchised teenager while demonstrating 

the importance of speaking up for oneself.” 

Age: 13+ 
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A powerful cultural touchstone of modern American 

literature, The Color Purple depicts the lives of African 

American women in early twentieth-century rural Georgia. 

Separated as girls, sisters Celie and Nettie sustain their 

loyalty to and hope in each other across time, distance and 

silence. Through a series of letters spanning twenty years, 

first from Celie to God, then the sisters to each other 

despite the unknown, the novel draws readers into its rich 

and memorable portrayals of Celie, Nettie, Shug Avery and 

Sofia and their experience. The Color Purple broke the 

silence around domestic and sexual abuse, narrating the 

lives of women through their pain and struggle, 

companionship and growth, resilience and bravery. Deeply 

compassionate and beautifully imagined, Alice Walker's 

epic carries readers on a spirit-affirming journey toward 

redemption and love. 

Age: 15+ 

 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian meets 

Jane the Virgin in this poignant but often laugh-out-loud 

funny contemporary YA about losing a sister and finding 

yourself amid the pressures, expectations, and stereotypes 

of growing up in a Mexican American home.  

  

Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And 

they do not move out of their parents’ house after high 

school graduation. Perfect Mexican daughters never 

abandon their family. 

  

But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was 

Olga’s role. 

  

Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago 

leaves Olga dead and Julia left behind to reassemble the 

shattered pieces of her family. And no one seems to 

acknowledge that Julia is broken, too. Instead, her mother 

seems to channel her grief into pointing out every possible 

way Julia has failed. 

  

But it’s not long before Julia discovers that Olga might not 

have been as perfect as everyone thought. With the help of 

her best friend, Lorena, and her first love (first everything), 

Connor, Julia is determined to find out. Was Olga really 

what she seemed? Or was there more to her sister’s story? 

And either way, how can Julia even attempt to live up to a 

seemingly impossible ideal?... 

Age: 14+ 
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“Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: 

the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy 

suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance 

between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the 

fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the 

hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. 

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are 

calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a 

gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s 

name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate 

Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: 

what really went down that night? And the only person 

alive who can answer that is Starr. 

But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her 

community. It could also endanger her life.” 

 

Age: 13+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies Available to Borrow  

 

“The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after 

growing up together in a small, southern black community 

and running away at age sixteen, it's not just the shape of 

their daily lives that is different as adults, it's everything: 

their families, their communities, their racial identities. 

Many years later, one sister lives with her black daughter in 

the same southern town she once tried to escape. The other 

secretly passes for white, and her white husband knows 

nothing of her past. Still, even separated by so many miles 

and just as many lies, the fates of the twins remain 

intertwined. What will happen to the next generation, when 

their own daughters' storylines intersect? 

 

Weaving together multiple strands and generations of this 

family, from the Deep South to California, from the 1950s 

to the 1990s, Brit Bennett produces a story that is at once a 

riveting, emotional family story and a brilliant exploration 

of the American history of passing. Looking well beyond 

issues of race, The Vanishing Half considers the lasting 

influence of the past as it shapes a person's decisions, 

desires, and expectations, and explores some of the 

multiple reasons and realms in which people sometimes 

feel pulled to live as something other than their origins.”  

Age: 14+ 
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“NATIONAL BESTSELLER • PEN/HEMINGWAY 

AWARD WINNER • One of The New York Times 10 Best 

Books of the Year • A wondrous and shattering novel that 

follows twelve characters from Native communities: all 

traveling to the Big Oakland Powwow, all connected to one 

another in ways they may not yet realize. 

 

Among them is Jacquie Red Feather, newly sober and 

trying to make it back to the family she left behind. Dene 

Oxendene, pulling his life together after his uncle’s death 

and working at the powwow to honor his memory. 

Fourteen-year-old Orvil, coming to perform traditional 

dance for the very first time. Together, this chorus of voices 

tells of the plight of the urban Native American—grappling 

with a complex and painful history, with an inheritance of 

beauty and spirituality, with communion and sacrifice and 

heroism. 

 

Hailed as an instant classic, There There is at once poignant 

and unflinching, utterly contemporary and truly 

unforgettable.” 

Age: 12+  

 

“The Glass Castle is a remarkable memoir of resilience and 

redemption, and a revelatory look into a family at once 

deeply dysfunctional and uniquely vibrant. When sober, 

Jeannette’s brilliant and charismatic father captured his 

children’s imagination, teaching them physics, geology, 

and how to embrace life fearlessly. But when he drank, he 

was dishonest and destructive. Her mother was a free spirit 

who abhorred the idea of domesticity and didn’t want the 

responsibility of raising a family.” 

 

The Walls children learned to take care of themselves. They 

fed, clothed, and protected one another, and eventually 

found their way to New York. Their parents followed them, 

choosing to be homeless even as their children prospered. 

 

The Glass Castle is truly astonishing—a memoir permeated 

by the intense love of a peculiar but loyal family. 

Age: 13+ 
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Multimedia  

 

White Helmets won Best Documentary (Short Subject) at 

the Academy Awards in 2017. “As daily airstrikes pound 

civilian targets in Syria, a group of indomitable first 

responders risk their lives to rescue victims from the 

rubble.” 

 

Rating: 14+ 
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What Does it all Mean? Uncovering the Secrets of Consciousness: Esoteric Wisdom from the East 

and West 

Fiction and Nonfiction 

 

“Though set in a place and time far removed from the Germany 

of 1922, the year of the book’s debut, the novel is infused with 

the sensibilities of Hermann Hesse’s time, synthesizing 

disparate philosophies–Eastern religions, Jungian archetypes, 

Western individualism–into a unique vision of life as expressed 

through one man’s search for meaning. 

 

It is the story of the quest of Siddhartha, a wealthy Indian 

Brahmin who casts off a life of privilege and comfort to seek 

spiritual fulfillment and wisdom. On his journey, Siddhartha 

encounters wandering ascetics, Buddhist monks, and successful 

merchants, as well as a courtesan named Kamala and a simple 

ferryman who has attained enlightenment. Traveling among 

these people and experiencing life’s vital passages–love, work, 

friendship, and fatherhood–Siddhartha discovers that true 

knowledge is guided from within.” 

Age: 13+ 

 

"In the beginner's mind there are many possibilities, but in the 

expert's there are few." 

 

So begins this most beloved of all American Zen books.  

Seldom has such a small handful of words provided a teaching 

as rich as this famous opening line.  In a single stroke, the 

simple sentence cuts through the pervasive tendency students 

have of getting so close to Zen as to completely miss what it's 

all about.  An instant teaching on the first page.  And that's just 

the beginning. 

 

In the forty years since its original publication, Zen Mind, 

Beginner’s Mind has become one of the great modern spiritual 

classics, much beloved, much reread, and much recommended 

as the best first book to read on Zen. Suzuki Roshi presents the 

basics—from the details of posture and breathing in zazen to 

the perception of nonduality—in a way that is not only 

remarkably clear, but that also resonates with the joy of insight 

from the first to the last page.” 

 

Age: 14+ 
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“Think and Grow Rich has been called the "Granddaddy of All 

Motivational Literature." It was the first book to boldly ask, 

"What makes a winner?" The man who asked and listened for 

the answer, Napoleon Hill, is now counted in the top ranks of 

the world's winners himself. 

The most famous of all teachers of success spent "a fortune and 

the better part of a lifetime of effort" to produce the "Law of 

Success" philosophy that forms the basis of his books and that 

is so powerfully summarized in this one.” 

Age: 14+ 

 

 

 


